
 

�x�� Dr. William Thornton of Jost Van Dyke was  born May 20, 1759  and died 

March 28, 1828. He was an English physician, inventor, painter and ar-

chitect who designed the United States Capitol.. He also served as the 

first Architect of the Capitol and first Superintendent of the United States 

Patent Office. 

�x�� The Heritage Dancers  ( In 1979) and the BVI Community Singers (in 

1981) was founded by Mrs. Eileene Parsons  . 

�x�� Sloops,  in the 19th century was used as the only means of transporta-

tion between the Virgin Islands. They were used for the transportation of 

not only passengers but Cargo and animals for over 100  years. The most 

famous sloop is the Vigilant; a 25ft sloop which was built around 1880 by 

Mr. Willie Penn from East End, Tortola. It was used for commerce, seized 

by customs or smuggling, sunk many times and once carried a 1000 

pound bull to St. Thomas. 

�x�� The Virgin Gorda Community Chorus was formed in 1980 by Mrs. Dorothy 

Levins. 

�x�� Mr. Arthur Titley was the organizer of the one of the first local bands in 

the Virgin Islands (1913-�����������������F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���¶�7�R�U�W�R�O�D���-�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���%�D�Q�G�·�����7�K�H��

�Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���O�D�W�H�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���¶�7�R�U�W�R�O�D���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���%�D�Q�G�·�� 

�x�� One of the local attractions on Jost Van Dyke is an area called the �¶�%�X�E�E�O�\��

�3�R�R�O�·; a nature trail leads to that point at Diamond Cay.  Another nature 

�W�U�D�L�O���L�V���D���·�V�H�D���J�U�D�V�V�·���S�D�W�K���W�K�D�W�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���Z�D�O�N���I�U�R�P���-�R�V�W���9�D�Q���'�\�N�H���W�R���/�L�W�W�O�H��

Jost Van Dyke in the same area. 

�x�� Two of the sister islands which are famous Bird Sanctuaries are Fallen 

Jerusalem and The Indians 

�x�� The first Ms. BVI was Mrs. Ivy  Chinnery-Moses in 1954. 

 

...from the desk of our Director 

of Culture.... 

The Department of Culture is 

pleased to present its 2011  

Cultural Calendar. Now in its third 

year, I am very pleased with the 

favourable responses received this far on the calendar. 

Thanks and appreciation are  

extended to all who contributed to its contents. Your  

support and cooperation are greatly appreciated. 

To the users of this Calendar, I sincerely hope that you do 

find it useful. Whether you are a visitor or a resident, this 

calendar was designed with you in mind. The main  

purpose is to keep you in the know. To our visitors I wish 

you an enjoyable stay on our beautiful shores. I encourage 

you to use this calendar to help you discover and  

experience true Virgin Islands culture. To our residents, I 

encourage you to mark your personal calendar with this 

Cultural Calendar and rediscover who you are. 

 

The activities are endless! Enjoy 

yourselves! 

Mrs. Luce Hodge-Smith 


